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I greet you in the name of Jesus. I come to you as a child born and 
raised in Africa. I’m from the western region of Kenya and my 
hometown is Kakamega, which is a countryside setting. Growing 
up, I saw both the suffering and the endurance of the people in our 
community. After high school, I started to volunteer locally with various 
organizations to improve the lives of vulnerable people. I worked with 
people living with HIV/AIDS and people facing natural disasters in 
flooding areas. In addition to these service opportunities, I also began to 
teach Bible lessons to the children in our community. I was convinced 
that we not only need to hear God’s Word but also to live according 
to the meaning. God’s Word is bread. It fills the brokenhearted. It 
quenches thirsty souls. It brings healing and peace.

It was 15 years ago when my wife and I moved here to the United States 
of America. That is when I got connected to one organization: Lahash 
International. I thank God they were praying to find someone from East 
Africa to join the team. When I learned of the model used by Lahash in 
engaging with local communities, that was the most attractive thing. The 
way that they work on the grassroots level with African partners has 
been amazing. Lahash does not come in with a dictative approach and 
share what they have decided for the community. Lahash has always 
been listening and leaning in to hear the cries of the vulnerable. They 
listen as the community shares its priorities and needs. This has offered 
a different approach to mitigate the effects of poverty on women, 
children, and the community in general.

When I visited the children with albinism in the Lahash Sponsorship 
Program in northern Tanzania, these children just needed a hug. They 
needed someone to sit with them and listen. We know that the Gospel is 
not about speaking only. We need to practically show people the love of 
Jesus. We see that these actions bring peace to the community.

In our world today we experience troubles and a lack of peace all 
around us. So we ask, “Where does peace come from?” When we know 
and share the Gospel – the Word of God – it brings peace. Ephesians 
tells us to put on and wear the shoes of this “Gospel of Peace.” Peace in 
our world needs to start with peace in our hearts as individuals. There 
can’t be peace in a nation without personal internal peace.

In Africa we need partnership in this work of the Gospel, and Lahash 
has given all of us the opportunity to join in and support vulnerable 
children in every area of life. I therefore call upon all of us to continue 
serving together, God giving us grace. May the peace of God that 
surpasses all understanding be upon all who read this.

Thank you so much.

Dear Friends ,

A LETTER FROM THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God.

MATTHEW 5:9

Kids with albinism receiving 
new Bibles in Tanzania.



LEADING THE WAY

Each year, more kids in the Sponsorship 
Program pass their primary school exams and 
qualify to enter secondary (high) school. After 
secondary school, promising scholars like Jane can 
qualify for higher education, with increased costs 
and greater academic demands. Our Stand With 
Students program was started to help guide young 
people like Jane on their journey into adulthood.  

Jane is 19, the firstborn in a family of 6 
children whose father passed away in 2015. They 
live on the outskirts of Dodoma, Tanzania, and her 
mother makes a meager living selling vegetables. 
Being sponsored through Lahash gave Jane the 
chance to attend school and excel academically. 
She is now studying Management & Accounting 
at Moshi Cooperative University. 

“I have been a recipient of abundant grace 
since the time I was enrolled in the Sponsorship 
Program at Grace & Healing Ministry,” Jane 
shares. “The SWS program has lifted me even 
higher! In a few years I will finish my college 
education and start up my career. Right now, I 
am focused on my studies, but in the future I want 
to be an accountant of some organization or a staff 
member in one of the banks in Tanzania. I would 
also like to reciprocate the support I have been 
receiving from Grace & Healing Ministry and 
Lahash by giving back to the community.” 

As the firstborn, Jane carries a lot of 
responsibility to help her mother provide for the 
family. Without the job possibilities that education 
opens up, it would be nearly impossible for 
them to break the cycle of poverty. But because 
of the SWS program, Jane isn’t the only one of 
her siblings looking ahead to future possibilities. 
“Paul is my follower,” Jane says of her 14-year-
old brother. “And as it happens in most families, 
firstborns bear the responsibility of their younger 
siblings. So I love him and I always try my best 
to guide him in the right directions.” Paul passed 

his primary school exams and was accepted to 
secondary school in the middle of the pandemic. 
He is now in his first year at Mbalawa Secondary 
School in Dodoma. He has to travel a long 
distance from home to school each day, but has his 
watchful big sister to encourage him by example. 

 As Lahash sponsored kids continue to grow 
as scholars, Stand With Students is growing along 
with them! With students like Jane setting the 
pace, it’s no surprise that SWS had more new 
applicants than ever in 2021, and is set to expand 
to new locations. “SWS is making a difference in 
my life by giving me an education,” Jane says. “I 
am certain my mother couldn’t afford to pay my 
college fees because her income is quite low. But 
now, just like students from well-off families, I 
don’t have to worry about my school needs. The 
SWS scholarship program is helping me to stay in 
college and pursue my dream!”

As a Stand With Students scholar, Jane is pursuing 
a career to help support her family, and setting an 
example for those following in her footsteps.

FEATURED STORY:

Advancements to secondary school and beyond 
are high achievements for students in Tanzania. 

Jane’s brother Paul (above) is proud to follow 
her lead as a new SWS scholar.



To support these exceptional scholars, visit

LAHASH.ORG/STANDWITHSTUDENTS



2021 brought many challenges, and yet it also brought the return of some familiar forms of ministry as 
the pandemic loosened its hold. The Lahash Sponsorship Program provides holistic care for kids and 
nurtures the whole person. Spiritual care takes the form of discipleship in the ways of Jesus through 
worship, prayer, and Bible teaching. Educational care means working to educate each child to 
their highest ability. Physical care supports their nutrition, health, medical, and practical needs. 
Community care is about surrounding them with support and reaching out to them on home visits 
to assess needs and bring encouragement. We are thankful for the deep commitment of our ministry 
partners to this work, and for the perseverance shown by every child. We can’t wait to see the growth 
yet to come in a new year of ministry!

In 2021, Lahash provided holistic care for nearly 
500 vulnerable children in 4 East African countries 

by partnering with local ministries at 10 unique sites.

HOLISTIC CARE THROUGH CHILD SPONSORSHIP

PHYSICAL CARE

EDUCATIONAL CARESPIRITUAL CARE

COMMUNITY CARE

T hank You for Partnering with Us!

To support our ongoing work, donate online at lahash.org/give.



2021 FINANCIALS

TOTAL
REVENUE:
$793,487

TOTAL
EXPENSES:
$682,114
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WHERE WE WORK
1. MAI MAHIU, KENYA
2. ARUSHA, TANZANIA
3. DODOMA, TANZANIA
4. SHINYANGA, TANZANIA
5. KIGALI, RWANDA
6. KAMPALA, UGANDA

MANAGEMENT 12%

PROGRAMS 80%
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DONATION HISTORY

The faithfulness of long-term donors and the encouragement of new Lahash supporters is empowering 
continued growth for our work in East Africa. By partnering across cultures and continents, 

we are bringing a hopeful vision to life! Thank you! 
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FUNDRAISING 8%

EXPENSES
BY

PERCENTAGE

$7
44

K 513

T hank You for Partnering with Us!

To support our ongoing work, donate online at lahash.org/give.

Lahash is committed to financial integrity, transparency, and careful stewardship of every donation. In 
recognition of our financial accountability efforts, Lahash has received the Gold rating from the non-profit 
listing service GuideStar. Visit lahash.org/financials or contact us at info@lahash.org for more details.
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Lahash International
1315 SE 20th Ave, Suite 4

Portland, OR 97214

Phone: +1 (503) 288-5818
Email: info@lahash.org

LAHASH.ORG

OUR VISION IS THAT ALL CHILDREN IN AFRICA
KNOW JESUS AND THRIVE AS THEY ARE LOVED 

BY A FLOURISHING GLOBAL CHURCH


